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Kane able to
build GMHBA

PETER FARAGO

A BUILDER with close know-
ledge of the changing face of
central Geelong will deliver
the city’s newest corporate
headquarters.

Developer  Quintessential
Equity has appointed Kane
Constructions to deliver its
$85 million project with Gee-
long health insurer GMHBA.

The anchor tenant will take
three of the eight levels at 60
Moorabool St, with 85 per cent
of the project pre-leased to
tenants including Victory Cor-
porate Serviced Offices and
Morris Finance.

Construction is due to start
in March, with the project to
create 250 jobs in Geelong, in-
jecting more than $50 million
into the economy. It’s slated to
be finished by mid-2021.

Demolition is well under
way with only the four-storey
brick building at 78 Moorabool
St standing. Quintessential Eq-
uity executive chairman Shane
Quinn said that building’s
unique structure meant demo-
lition crews would need to take
time knocking it down.

Kane Constructions project
director Sam Birdeye said in
addition to creating 250 jobs,
an estimated 60 per cent of the
total construction cost would
be procured from the Geelong
region.

The builder has delivered
major projects in Geelong in-
cluding the second stage of the
Geelong Arts Centre redevel-

opment and the National Dis-
ability  Insurance  Agency
headquarters.

Mr Quinn said Kane Con-
structions had an enviable
track record, with an increas-
ingly local workforce to create
a spin-off for the economy.

He said developers were in
extended talks with tenants to
take out the remaining 15 per
cent of space, which he said
was equal to anything on Col-
lins St, Melbourne.

“I think Geelong has been
crying out for buildings of this
quality,” Mr Quinn said.

“We've been saying with
WorkSafe, TAC and NDIA
there was going to be a class of
building that wasn’t otherwise
offered to businesses operating
in Geelong.

“If you look closely, the
rents are a bit more expensive,
but the quality of the offering is
streets apart.”

GMHBA chairman Jim
Walsh said the headquarters
would bring more than 300
staff to one building where the

A-grade fit-out would help re-
tain staff in face of competition
from TAC, WorkSafe and
NDIA.

“We are really proud that
this redevelopment is continu-
ing to support the city’s growth
and boosting local employ-
ment,” Mr Walsh said.

“The building will not only
bring our staff together to pro-
vide an efficient, modern and
collaborative workplace, it is
also an investment for

GMHBA members to benefit
from annual returns and po-
tential future capital growth, in
a growing commercial real es-
tate market.”

Designed by Cox Architec-
ture, the mixed-use building
will comprise about 11,050sq m
ol A-grade lettable office space
accommodating more than
900 employees, and including
retail space, an underground
car park and end-of-trip facili-
ties. MP Burke Commercial
and Colliers International,
Geelong, are handling leasing
inquiries for the project.

Page 1 of 2




14 Dec 2019
Geelong Advertiser, Geelong

Author: Peter Farago * Section: General News - Article type : News ltem
Classification : Regional « Audience : 29,589 « Page: 22 « Printed Size: 541.00cm?
Region: VIC « Market: Australia « ASR: AUD 2,287 « Words: 466 ¢ Item ID: 1212686401

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence. Page 2 of 2

back

An artist's
impression of the
future GMHBA
headquarters and
(below) the site
as it looks now.




